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TEACHING PHILOSOPHY


Every child is a unique, creative gift to the world.  Learning is a way of life and every child is capable of learning and growing.  The child, the parents, and the teacher all share in the responsibility of education.  Every child deserves a safe physical and emotional environment.

BALANCED LITERACY


Learning to read and write, are essential skills for first graders.  Phonemic awareness, phonics, reading strategies, comprehension strategies, leveled texts, as well as writing strategies will be a large part our each day.  The curriculum will be carefully picked from the best available resources.  

BALANCED MATH


The curriculum for math (as well as all other subject areas) comes from the state core curriculum.  Many resources will be used including McGraw/Hill, Investigations and Scott Foresman/Addison Wesley.

WORD WORK


There will be 3-5 focus words each week and a focus word chunk that we will be working with in class.  These words go up on the word wall and will be available to the children all year long.  

Each child will also have a group of words (on each child’s own level) that will be used for learning the patterns in words.  Neither of these lists will be used for a formal spelling test that needs to be memorized.  I will assess each child to know when he/she can be moved to the next word pattern.  We will be using Words Their Way, Fountas & Pinnell Phonics, and Making Words.

DISCIPLINE


Students will be expected to try their best, treat others with respect, and obey school rules.  This is done most effectively with positive reinforcement and practicing classroom procedures.  Behavior that prevents other children from remaining safe or gets in the way of student learning is not acceptable.  These situations will first be dealt with in the attitude of teaching the child what is appropriate, reminding, and then removing the child from the activity for a short time.  If the problem persists, the parent will be notified so that we can work on a plan of action together.

ATTENDANCE


Consistent attendance is crucial for learning.  Make every effort to have your child, at school and on time every day.  Whenever possible, make appointments after school.
GRADES


Grades are only a report of what the child has demonstrated in class.  It is not a judgment on their intelligence or ability.

HOMEWORK


It is recommended that a first grader read 20 minutes a day.  There are sheets to record your child’s reading in this homework folder.  You will also be provided with a list of math and literacy activities to choose from.  Two activities in each per week can be chosen by the parent and child to best suit the needs of the student. When a specific math or literacy assignment is sent home, it can be used in place of the suggestion sheet.  You can record (with initials) when homework has been completed. 
DONATIONS

All donations are voluntary.  All children will be provided with all materials they need.
